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Chinese Fans in the League of Legends Champions Korea (LCK) Fandom
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Introduction: In recent years, esports has developed rapidly around the world and
become an emerging digital sports industry. League of Legends (LOL) is currently the
most successful esports program in the world. The League of Legends Champions
Korea (LCK) is the most popular league in terms of LOL. Chinese fans constitute the
main part of LCK’s transnational fandom. However, due to the development of the
local league- League of Legends Pro League (LPL) in mainland China and the
dominant ideology of nationalism in Chinese society, Chinese fans who support the
LCK encounter identity conflicts. Method: This article draws on reflexivity theory
and employs qualitative research methods, namely participant observation and
semi-structured interviews to examine the identity process of Chinese fans in the LCK
fandom, including the reasons for becoming transnational fans and their responses to
nationalism in turn. Result: The study finds that Chinese fans adore LCK’s elite
athleticism, professionalism and female-friendly environment. The appreciation of
LCK is also largely indicative of Chinese fans’ reflexive thinking about the problems
of domestic esports culture and sports nationalism. They critiqued the radicalization,
commercialization, and sexualization of nationalism in sports field. Conclusion: The
study concludes that Chinese fans’ support for LCK reflects a new development in
Chinese esports fandom. Firstly, Chinese fans have gone beyond national symbolism
to explore the alternative value of sports. Secondly, Chinese fans resist
commercialization and strive for autonomy in the landscape of the sports industry.
And thirdly, Chinese female fans resist gender inequality in the sports fandom and
sports industry. As a political concept arising in modern times, nationalism is

particularly supported by the discourses of the Chinese government, industry capital



and some male fans in Chinese esports culture. It’s indicated that Chinese nationalism
is complex and polysemous, overlapping, intersecting and diverging in different
contexts. The resistance or acceptance of nationalism requires more detailed

contextualized analysis.
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